[Biochemistry of cellular radiation reactions. An indication for ongoing protective mechanisms against oxidative cell damage].
Cellular radiation, which is the constant low-level photon emission in animal and plant tissue, is due to particular reactions of metabolism producing ultraweak chemiluminescence. A possible effect of the cellular radiation is the activation of DNA photolyases. In most chemiluminescent processes reactive oxygen metabolites are transformed. When these reactions occur in the cytosol they help to protect vital cell structures against oxidative damage.